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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is in response to the Amendment filed August 17, 2006. No claims have 
been added or canceled. Claims 1-12 have been examined. Claims 1-12 have been 
rejected. Claim 8 has been objected .to for minor informalities. 

2. As recited previously, the Examiner would like to thank the Applicant for the 
well-presented response, which assisted in the examination process. The 
Examiner appreciates the effort to analyze the Office Action, and make 
appropriate arguments and amendments. 



Continued Examination 

3. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application 
is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 
CFR 1, 17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on August 17, 
2006, has been entered. 



Response to Remarks 

4. As an initial matter, please note that additional pages of the Cheng reference are 

provided with this Office Action, as well as new background references: Kraus (John D. 
Kraus, "Electromagnetics", Third Edition, 1984, McGraw-Hill Publishing) and Ramo 
(Simon Ramo et al.; "Fields and Waves in Communication Electronics", 1965, John 
Wiley & Sons), which are referenced in this section. 
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5. Regarding claim 8 rejected under 35 USC 112, second paragraph: 
5.1. Applicant's amendments to the claim overcome the rejection. 

6. Regarding claims 1-12 rejected under 35 USC 103: 

6.1. Applicant's arguments and amendments have been fully considered, but are not 
persuasive as follows. 

6.2. The Applicant argues: 

6.2.1. "The claims emphasized that a check is made to determine whether a distance 

between a transmitting antenna (a source) and a EUT (an object) is greater than or 
equal to a prescribed threshold distance. If the threshold is met, the calculation of 
source current values using a first set of simultaneous equations and the storing 
of these current values as constants is performed. In addition, this allows the 
current values for the object (and its receiving characteristics) using a second 
set of simultaneous equations to be separated and calculated separately 
(independently). This allows the claimed inventions to calculate the object 
characteristics more quickly when the distance threshold is met because the 
interaction between the sets of equations is not considered. The calculations for 
the source do not interact with the calculations of the receiving object when the 
distance threshold is met. That is, the storage of the calculated source current 
values as constants when the distance threshold is met is important to the speed 
of calculation benefits of inventions. The prior art does not teach or suggest 
such." 

6.2.1.1. The Examiner respectfully responds: 

6.2.1.2. The ordinary artisan would have known that the calculation method of 
the claims would only be applicable if a distance between a transmitting 



/ 
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antenna (a source) and a EUT (an object) is greater than or equal to a 
threshold distance because Cheng recites that the transmitting and receiving 
antennas need to be separated by very large distances in order for the 
coupling impedance to be neglected as far. as the reaction on the transmitting 
antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna (Cheng, page 633, first 
paragraph). The ordinary artisan would have known about the far field 
approximation of the equations of electromagnetic radiation (Cheng, page 
605), as opposed to the near field equations (Cheng, pages 604 - 605). The 
near field equations contain terms proportional to 1/R 2 and 1/R 3 , which can 
be ignored when R is large (also see Kraus, "Electromagnetics", 1984, page 
626, second paragraph that starts with, "When r is very large . . ."; and 
Ramo, "Fields and Waves in Communication Electronics", 1965, page 
644), which would have been known by the ordinary artisan. Therefore, the 
ordinary artisan would have used a distance threshold to determine if it was 
appropriate to use a far field approximation. Accordingly, the rejections are 
maintained. 



Claim Objections 

7. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: The claim recites in lines 
33 - 34, "when a position of the generation source changes when the distance between 
the object". It appears that this phrase should be, "when a position of the generation 
source changes and when the distance between the object". 



Application/ Control Number: 09 / 865,732 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2123 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

8. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing 
out and distinctly claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his 
invention. 

8.1.1. Claims 11-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 
matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

8.1.1.1. Regarding claim 11, the claim recites in line 1 1 , "outputting the 
receiving characteristic". The phrase, "the receiving characteristic" appears 
to have insufficient antecedent basis. The preamble recites, "the received 
characteristic". For the purpose of claim examination, the phrase, 
"outputting the receiving characteristic" is interpreted as "outputting a 
receiving characteristic". Correction or amendment is required. 

8.1.1.2. Regarding claim 12, the claim recites in line 16, "outputting the 
receiving characteristic". The phrase, "the receiving characteristic" appears 
to have insufficient antecedent basis. The preamble recites, "the received 
characteristic". For the purpose of claim examination, the phrase, 
"outputting the receiving characteristic" is interpreted as "outputting a 
receiving characteristic". Correction or amendment is required. 



8.1.1.3. Regarding claim 11, the claim is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission 
amounting to a gap between the steps. See MPEP § 2 172.01. The omitted 
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steps are: The claim recites, "outputting the receiving characteristic", but 
does not appear to previously calculate a receiving characteristic. 

8.1.1.4. Regarding claim 12, the claim is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being incomplete for omitting essential steps, such omission 
amounting to a gap between the steps. See MPEP § 2172.01. The omitted 
steps are: The claim recites, "outputting the receiving characteristic", but 
does not appear to previously calculate a receiving characteristic. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

9. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

9.1. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to non- 
statutory subject matter. 

9.2. Regarding independent claim 1 and dependent claims 2-4, the recited simulation apparatus 
appears to contain abstract ideas such as calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be 
statutory, the claim must be directed to a practical application producing a concrete, useful and 
tangible result. The claim does not appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a 
practical application. The act of "outputting the receiving characteristic" does not appear to 
necessarily produce a tangible result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the 
calculation process performed. Further, a "receiving characteristic" does not appear to 
necessarily be a useful result When a claim can be broadly interpreted to include both 
statutory and non-statutory material, the claim must be rejected. 
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9.3. Regarding independent claim 5, the recited simulation apparatus appears to contain abstract 
ideas such as calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be statutory, the claim must be 
directed to a practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result. The claim 
does not appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a practical application. The act 
of "outputting the directivity characteristic" does not appear to necessarily produce a tangible 
result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the calculation process performed. 
Further, a "directivity characteristic" does not appear to necessarily be a useful result. When a 
claim can be broadly interpreted to include both statutory and non-statutory material, the claim 
must be rejected. 

9.4. Regarding independent claim 6, the recited simulation apparatus appears to contain abstract 
ideas such as calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be statutory, the claim must be 
directed to a practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result. The claim 
does not appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a practical application. The act 
of "outputting the receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily produce a tangible 
result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the calculation process performed. 
Further, a "receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily be a useful result. When a 
claim can be broadly interpreted to include both statutory and non-statutory material, the claim 
must be rejected. 

9.5. Regarding independent claim 7, the recited program process appears to contain abstract ideas 
such as calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be statutory, the claim must be 
directed to a practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result. The claim 
does not appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a practical application. The act 
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of "outputting the receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily produce a tangible 
result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the calculation process performed. 
Further, a "receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily be a useful result. When a 
claim can be broadly interpreted to include both statutory and non-statutory material, the claim 
must be rejected. 

9.6. Regarding independent claims 8, the recited process appears to contain abstract ideas such as 
calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be statutory, the claim must be directed to a 
practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result. The claim does not 
appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a practical application. The act of 
"outputting the receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily produce a tangible 
result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the calculation process performed. 
Further, a "receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily be a useful result. When a 
claim can be broadly interpreted to include both statutory and non-statutory material, the claim 
must be rejected. 

9.7. Regarding independent claim 9, the recited method appears to contain abstract ideas such as 
calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be statutory, the claim must be directed to a 
practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result. The claim does not 
appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a practical application. The act of 
"outputting the receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily produce a tangible 
result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the calculation process performed. 
Further, a "receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily be a useful result. When a 
claim can be broadly interpreted to include both statutory and non-statutory material, the claim 
must be rejected. 
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9.8. Regarding independent claim 10, the recited simulation apparatus appears to contain abstract 
ideas such as calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be statutory, the claim must be 
directed to a practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result The claim 
does not appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a practical application. The act 
of "outputting the receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily produce a tangible 
result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the calculation process performed. 
Further, a "receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily be a useful result. When a 
claim can be broadly interpreted to include both statutory and non-statutory material, the claim 
must be rejected. 



9.9. Regarding independent claim 11, the recited simulation apparatus appears to contain abstract 
ideas such as calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be statutory, the claim must be 
directed to a practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result. The claim 
does not appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a practical application. The act 
of "outputting the receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily produce a tangible 
result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the calculation process performed. 
Further, a "receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily be a useful result. When a 
claim can be broadly interpreted to include both statutory and non-statutory material, the claim 
must be rejected. 

9.10. Regarding independent claim 12, the recited method appears to contain abstract ideas such as 
calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be statutory, the claim must be directed to a 
practical application producing a concrete, useful and tangible result. The claim does not 
appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a practical application. The act of 
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"outputting the receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily produce a tangible 
result. Further, the claim appears to preempt all uses of the calculation process performed. 
Further, a "receiving characteristic" does not appear to necessarily be a useful result. When a 
claim can be broadly interpreted to include both statutory and non-statutory material, the claim 
must be rejected. 

9.11. Regarding independent claims 8, 11 and 12, the recited simulation apparatus and method 
appear to contain abstract ideas such as calculating current values. Therefore, in order to be 
statutory, the claims must be directed to a practical application producing a concrete, useful 
and tangible result. The claims do not appear to produce a tangible result needed to support a 
practical application when the distance between the object and the source is less than a 
threshold difference. The claims must always produce a tangible result. 

9.12. Regarding claim 7, the claim is directed to a computer-readable storage medium on which is 
recorded a program process. The recorded program process allows the interpretation of source 
'code, which is non-statutory as non-functional descriptive material. The Examiner suggests 
amending the claim in the spirit of "A computer-readable storage medium on which is recorded 
executable instructions of a program process 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
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obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to 
which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in 
which the invention was made. 



11. Claims 1-5 and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over 
Nishino et al (U.S. Patent 5,650,935) in view of Otsu et al (U.S. Patent 5,903,477), 
further in view of Cheng ("Field and Wave Electromagnetics", 1989, David K. Cheng). 

11.1. The art of Nishino is directed to calculation of the intensity of an electromagnetic field 
generated by an electronic device (Abstract). 

11.2. The art of Otsu is directed to calculating the intensity of an electromagnetic field 
generated by an electronic device (column 1, lines 1 - 15). 

11.3. The art of Cheng is directed to calculating an electromagnetic field generated by a 
generating wave source (pages 632 - 634, section 11-6.1). 

11.4. Regarding claim 1: 

11.5. Nishino appears to teach: 

11.5.1. a first current calculation device calculating current values (Figure 4, element 
12, and column 7, lines 7-9, and Figure 5, element ST5, and column 10, 
lines 23 - 25) of the generation source (column 7, lines 16 - 20). 

11.5.1.1. Regarding column 7, lines 16 - 20, since the current in the applicable 
sections induces a wave source, the applicable sections are a radio wave 
generation source. 

11.5.2. a current storage device storing the current values of the generation source 
(Figure 5, element ST7(refer to following subsection)). 

1 1.5.2. 1. Regarding Figure 5, element ST7, since the process flow in Figure 5 
displays that the calculated current values in element ST5 are used in the 
calculations of element ST7,jt would have been obvious that a current 
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storage device is. included that stores the current values of the generation 
source. 

11.5.3, a calculation of currents in an object that receives a radio wave (Figure 19, 
element Housing (refer to following subsection)) by: a second current calculation 
device calculating current values of the object (Figure 4, element 13, and column 
7, lines 10 - 12, and Figure 5, element ST7, and column 11, lines 19- 21) 
using simultaneous equations of the object when the object is divided into a 
plurality of elements (Figure 5, element ST7, and column 11, lines 19- 21, and 
Figure 5, element ST6, and column 10, lines 46-51), the simultaneous 
equations of the object having currents that flow through respective elements as 
unknowns and the current values stored in the current storage device as 
constants (Figure 5, element ST7, and column 10, lines 56 - 64). 

11.5.3.1. Regarding Figure 19, element Housing, in Figure 19, element Housing 
is an object that receives a radio wave. 

11.5.4. an output device calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on the 
current values of the object (Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21 (refer to 
following subsection), and column 11, lines 32 - 36) and outputting the receiving 
characteristic of the object (Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21(refer to 
following subsection), and column 11, lines 22 - 36). 

11.5.4.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21, since the 
electric/ magnetic field is a property of the currents in the receiving object, it 
is a receiving characteristic. 

11.5.4.2. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21, since the 
electric/ magnetic field is being calculated at multiple observation points, it 
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would have been obvious that the electric/ magnetic field being calculated at 
multiple positional relationships from the generation source. 

11.6. Nishino does not specifically teach: 

11.6.1. a simulation apparatus . 

11.6.2. a first current calculation device calculating current values of the generation 
source using simultaneous equations of the generation source when the generation 
source is divided into a plurality of elements, the simultaneous equations of the 
generation source having currents that flow through respective elements as 
unknowns . 

11.6.3. a second current calculation device calculating current values of the object using 
simultaneous equations of the object when the object is divided into a plurality of 
elements and a positional relationship between the generation source and object 
changes , the simultaneous equations of the object having currents that flow 
through respective elements as unknowns and the current values stored in the 
current storage device as constants. 

11.6.4. simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated bu regarding the 
current values o f the radio wave generation source as constants when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, 
and the current values o f the radio wave generation source and the current values o f 
the receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance . 
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11.7. Otsu appears to teach: 

11.7.1. a simulation apparatus (column 23, line 31). 

1 1.7.2. a current calculation device calculating current values of the generation source 
using simultaneous equations of the generation source when the generation 
source is divided into a plurality of elements (column 5, lines 54 - 58(refer to 
following subsection), and Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual 
impedance" and "simultaneous equation for calculation of current"), the 
simultaneous equations of the generation source having currents that flow 
through respective elements as unknowns (column 5, lines 54 - 58, and Figure 
45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and "simultaneous 
equation for calculation of current"). 

1 1.7.2. 1. Regarding column 5, lines 54 - 58, it was well known that in the 

moment method, a generation source is divided into a plurality of elements. 

11.8. Cheng appears to teach: 

11.8.1. calculating current values of the object using simultaneous equations of the object 
and a positional relationship between the generation source and object changes 
(page 632, figure 11-16; and page 632, section 11-6.1, first paragraph and the 
figure suggests moving an antenna to a new position). 

11.8.2. simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated by regarding 
the current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a 
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distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold 
distance, and the current values of the radio wave generation source and the 
current values of the receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated 
when a distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a 
threshold distance (pages 632 - 632, section 11-6.1; Cheng teaches that under 
normal circumstances, transmitting and receiving antennas are separated by very 
large distances, and the coupling impedances are negligibly small as far as the 
reaction on the transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna is 
concerned (section 11-6.1, page 633), which means that currents in the 
transmitting antenna can be calculated separately without regard for the currents in 
the receiving antenna and the current values in the transmitting antenna are 
regarded as constants (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and 
page 634, first paragraph and equation 11-104), and current values of the 
receiving characteristic of the object can be calculated separately (page 634, figure 
11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first paragraph and equation 
11-104; since the transmitting and receiving antennas are separated by a 
large distance, it would have been obvious that there was a threshold 
distance. Cheng also teaches near and far field approximations of the 
electromagnetic radiation field on pages 604 - 605; Cheng recites that the 
transmitting and receiving antennas need to be separated by very large distances in 
order for the coupling impedance to be neglected as far as the reaction on the 
transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna (Cheng, page 
633, first paragraph). The ordinary artisan would have known about the far field 
approximation of the equations of electromagnetic radiation (Cheng, page 60S), as 
opposed to the near field equations (Cheng, pages 604 - 605). The near field 
equations contain 1/R 3 , which can be ignored when R is large (also see Kraus, 
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"Electromagnetics", 1984, page 626, second paragraph that starts with, 
"When r is very large . . ."; and Ramo, "Fields and Waves in Communication 
Electronics", 1965, page 644), which would have been known by the ordinary 
artisan. Therefore, the ordinary artisan would have used a distance threshold to 
determine if it was appropriate to use afar field approximation.}. 

11.9. The art of Otsu, Cheng and Nishino are analogous art because they are directed to a 
similar problem solving area: that of calculating an electromagnetic field generated by 
a generating wave source. 

11.10. The motivation for combining the art of Otsu with the art of Nishino would have been 
the common suggestion in both Otsu and Nishino of the ability to calculate at a high 
speed the electromagnetic fields radiated from an electronic device (Otsu, column 1, 
lines 8 - 15, and Nishino, column 1, lines 8 - 11), which would have been 
recognized by the ordinary artisan as a computational benefit to save time. 

11.11. The motivation to combine the art of Cheng with the art of Nishino would have been 
the calculation benefit shown in Cheng that the currents in the transmitting and 
receiving antennas can be calculated separately because the back reaction of the 
receiving antenna on the transmitting antenna can be set to zero (page 634, figure 
11-18), which would have been recognized by the ordinary artisan as providing a 
computational time saving benefit. 

11.12. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at 
the time of invention to use the art of Otsu and the art of Cheng with the art of 
Nishino to produce the claimed invention. 
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11.13. Regarding claim 2: 

11.14. Nishino appears to teach: 

11.14.1. the second current calculating device includes a device calculating mutual 

impedance between elements of the object (Figure 4, elements 13 and 130, and 
column 6, lines 53 - 55), a device calculating mutual impedance between an 
element of the generation source and an element of the object (Figure 4, elements 
13 and 130, and column 6, lines 53 - 57) and a matrix storage device storing 
matrix data of mutual impedance between elements of the object (Figure 5, 
elements ST6 and ST7(refer to following subsection)), generates simultaneous 
equations of the object using the matrix data stored in the matrix storage device as 
a coefficient matrix (Figure 5, elements ST6 and ST7 and column 10, lines 56 - 
64) and calculates new current values (Figure 5, element ST7 and column 10, 
lines 56 - 64). 

1 1 . 14. 1.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST6 and ST7, since the process flow in 
Figure 5 displays that the calculated matrix data of mutual impedance 
between elements of the object in element ST6 are used in the calculations of 
element ST7, it would have been obvious that a matrix storage device is 
included that stores the matrix data of mutual impedance between elements 
of the object (Figure 5, element ST7). 

11.15. Nishino does not specifically teach: 



11.15.1. the second current calculating device includes a device calculating mutual 

impedance between elements of the object, a device calculating mutual impedance 
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between an element of the generation source and an element of the object and a 
matrix storage device storing matrix data of mutual impedance between elements 
of the object, calculates mutual impedance between an element o f the generation 
source and an element of the object corresponding to a new position when a position 
of the generation source changes, generates simultaneous equations of the object 
corresponding to the new position using the matrix data stored in the matrix 
storage device as a coefficient matrix and calculates new current values. 

11.16. Otsu appears to teach: 

11.16.1. a current calculation device calculating current values of the generation source 
using simultaneous equations of the generation source when the generation 
source is divided into a plurality of elements (column 5, lines 54 - 58, and 
Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and 
"simultaneous equation for calculation of current"), the simultaneous 
equations of the generation source having currents that flow through respective 
elements as unknowns (column 5, lines 54 - 58, and Figure 45, boxes labeled 
"calculation of mutual impedance" and "simultaneous equation for 
calculation of current"). (It was well known that in the moment method, a 
generation source is divided into a plurality of elements). 

11.17. Cheng appears to teach: 

11.17.1. calculates mutual impedance between an element of the generation source and 
an element of the object corresponding to a new position when a position of the 
generation source changes, generates simultaneous equations of the object 
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corresponding to the new position (page 632, figue 11-16, and section 11-6.1, 
first paragraph). 



11.18. Regarding claim 4: 

11.19. Nishino appears to teach: 

11.20. a judging device judging whether a calculation method in which the current values of 
the generation source are regarded as constants can be used, wherein said second 
current calculation device calculates the current values of the object using the 
simultaneous equations of the object if the calculation method can be used (Column 
7, lines 15 - 27, and Figure 5, element ST 3, and column 9, lines 20 - 23). 



11.21. Regarding claim 5: 

11.22. Nishino appears to teach: 

11.23. a first current calculation device calculating current values (Figure 4, element 12, 
and column 7, lines 7-9, and Figure 5, element ST5, and column 10, lines 23 - 
25) of a transmitting antenna (column 7, lines 16 - 20). 

11.23.1. Regarding column 7, lines 16 - 20, since the current in the applicable sections 
induces a wave source, the applicable sections are a transmitting antenna. 

11.24. a current storage device storing the current values of the transmitting antenna 
(Figure 5, element ST7 (refer to following subsection)). 
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11.24.1. Regarding Figure 5, element ST7, since the process flow in Figure 5 displays 
that the calculated current values in element ST5 are used in the calculations of 
element ST7, it would have been obvious that a current storage device is included 
that stores the current values of the transmitting antenna. 

11.25. a matrix storage device storing matrix data of mutual impedance between elements of 
the object when the object is divided into a plurality of elements (Figure 5, elements 
ST6 and ST7(refer to following subsection), and column 10, lines 46 - 49), 

11.25.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST6 and ST7, since the process flow in Figure 5 
displays that the calculated matrix data of mutual impedance between elements of 
the object in element ST6 are used in the calculations of element ST7, it would 
have been obvious that a matrix storage device is included that stores the matrix 
data of mutual impedance between elements of the object. 

11.26. a device calculating mutual impedance between an element of the transmitting 
antenna and an element of the object (Figure 4, elements 13 and 130, and column 
6, lines 53 - 57). 

11.27. a calculation of currents in an object that receives a radio wave (Figure 19, element 
Housing(refer to following subsection)) by a second current calculation device (Figure 
4, element 13, and column 6, line 52) generating simultaneous equations of the 
object using, currents that flow through respective elements of the object as unknowns 
(Figure 4, element ST, and column 10, lines 56 - 64), matrix data stored in the 
matrix storage device as a coefficient matrix (Figure 4, element ST, and column 10, 
lines 56 - 64) and both the current values stored in the current storage device and 
the mutual impedance between the element of the transmitting antenna and the 
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element of the object as constants (Figure 4, element ST, and column 10, lines 56 - 
64), and calculating current values of the object (Figure 4, element ST, and column 
10, lines 56 - 64). 

11.28. a device calculating the directivity characteristic of the object based on the current 
values of the object (Figure 5, element ST7, and column 10, lines 56 - 62(refer to 
the following subsection)). 
11.28.1. Regarding Column 10, lines 56 - 62, the calculated currents are the directivity 
characteristic of the object. 



11.29. an output device calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on the 

current values of the object (Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21(refer to following 
subsection), and column 11, lines 32 - 36), the receiving characteristic being 
calculated at multiple positional relationships from the transmitting antenna, and 
outputting the receiving characteristic of the object (Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, 
and 21 (refer to following subsection), and column 11, lines 22 - 36). 

11.29.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21, since the electric /magnetic 
field is a property of the currents in the receiving object, it is a receiving 
characteristic. 

11.29.2. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21, since the electric /magnetic 
field is being calculated at multiple observation points, it would have been obvious 
that the electric/ magnetic field is being calculated at multiple positional 
relationships from the transmitting antenna. 



11.30. Nishino does not specifically teach: 

11.31. a simulation apparatus . 



-1 

i 
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11.32. a first current calculation device calculating current values of a transmitting antenna 
using simultaneous equations of the transmitting antenna when the transmitting 
antenna is divided into a pluralitu of elements, the simultaneous eguations of the 
transmitting antenna having currents that flow through respective elements as 
unknowns , 

11.33. a device calculating mutual impedance between an element of the transmitting 
antenna and an element of the object for each angle of the transmitting antenna 
against the object 

11.34. a calculation of currents in an object that receives a radio wave by a second current 
calculation device generating simultaneous equations of the object for each angle of 
the transmitting antenna using currents that flow through respective elements of the 
object as unknowns, matrix data stored in the matrix storage device as a coefficient 
matrix and both the current values stored in the current storage device and the 



mutual impedance between the element of the transmitting antenna and the element 
of the object as constants, and calculating current values of the object. 

11.35. an output device calculating the directivitu characteristic of the object based on the 
current values of the object and outputting the directivitu characteristic of the object. 

11.36. simultaneous equations o f the radio wave transmitted from the transmitting antenna 
and the simultaneous eguations of the directivitu characteristic of the object are 
separated bu regarding the current values of the radio wave transmitted from the 
transmitting antenna as constants when a distance between the object and the source 



f 

i 
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is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, and the current values of the radio 
wave transmitted from the transmitting antenna and the current values of the directivity 
characteristic o f the ob ject are separately calculated when the distance between the 
object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance. 

11.37. Otsu appears to teach: 

11.38. a simulation apparatus (column 23, line 31). 

11.39. a current calculation device calculating current values of the transmitting antenna 
using simultaneous equations of the generation source when the transmitting antenna 
is divided into a plurality of elements (column 5, lines 54 - 60, and Figure 45, boxes 
labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and "simultaneous equation for 
calculation of current"), the simultaneous equations of the transmitting antenna 
having currents that flow through respective elements as unknowns (column 5, lines 
54 - 58, and Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and 
"simultaneous equation for calculation of current"; It would have been obvious 
that in the moment method, a generation source is divided into a plurality of 
elements). 

11.39.1. Regarding column 5, lines 54 - 60, and Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation 
of mutual impedance" and "simultaneous equation for calculation of 
current", since the calculated currents are used to calculate an intensity of 
radiation of an electromagnetic field, it would have been obvious that the device is 
a transmitting antenna. 

11.40. Cheng appears to teach: 
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11.41. a calculation of currents in an object that receives a radio wave for each angle of the 
transmitting antenna against the object (page 632, figure 11-16, and section 11-6.1, 
first paragraph). 

11.42. calculating the directivity characteristic of the object based on the current values of 
the object (page 632, figure 11-16, and section 11-6.1, first paragraph). 

11.43. simultaneous equations of the radio wave transmitted from the transmitting antenna 
and the simultaneous equations of the directivity characteristic of the object are 
separated by regarding the current values of the radio wave transmitted from the 
transmitting antenna as constants when a distance between the object and the source 
is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, and the current values of the radio 
wave transmitted from the transmitting antenna and the current values of the 
directivity characteristic of the object are separately calculated when the distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance 
(pages 632 - 634, section 11-6.1). 

11.43.1. Regarding (pages 632 - 634, section 11-6.1): Cheng teaches that under normal 
circumstances, transmitting and receiving antennas are separated by very large 
distances, and the coupling impedances are negligibly small as far as the reaction 
on the transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna is 
concerned (section 11-6.1, page 633), which means that currents in the 
transmitting antenna can be calculated separately without regard for the currents 
in the receiving antenna and the current values in the transmitting antenna are 
regarded as constants (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and 
page 634, first paragraph and equation 11-104), and current values of the 
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directivity characteristic of an object can be calculated separately (page 634, 
figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first paragraph and 
equation 11-104; since the transmitting and receiving antennas are 
separated by a large distance, it would have been obvious that there was a 
threshold distance. Cheng also teaches near and far field approximations of 
the electromagnetic radiation field on pages 604 - 605; Cheng recites that the 
transmitting and receiving antennas need to be separated by very large distances in 
order for the coupling impedance to be neglected as far as the reaction on the 
transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna (Cheng, page 
633, first paragraph). The ordinary artisan would have known about the far field 
approximation of the equations of electromagnetic radiation (Cheng, page 605), as 
opposed to the near field equations (Cheng, pages 604 - 605). The near field 
equations contain 1/R 3 , which can be ignored when R is large (also see Kraus, 
"Electromagnetics", 1984, page 626, second paragraph that starts with, 
"When r is very large . . ."; and Ramo, "Fields and Waves in Communication 
Electronics", 1965, page 644), which would have been known by the ordinary 
artisan. Therefore, the ordinary artisan would have used a distance threshold to 
determine if it was appropriate to use a far field approximation.). 

11.44. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at 
the time of invention to use the art of Otsu and the art of Cheng with the art of 
Nishino to obtain the invention as specified in claim 5. 



11.45. Regarding claim 7: 



Application/Control Number: 09/865,732 Page 26 

Art Unit: 2123 

11.46. Nishino appears to teach: 

11.47. a computer-readable storage medium storing a program process (column 30, line 11). 
11.47.1. Regarding column 30, line 11, it would have been obvious that the medium is 

computer-readable. 

11.48. calculating current values (Figure 4, element 12, and column 7, lines 7-9, and 
Figure 5, element ST5, and column 10, lines 23 - 25) of a generation source 
(column 7, lines 16 - 20). 

11.48.1. Regarding column 7, lines 16 - 20, since the current in the applicable sections 
induces a wave source, the applicable sections are a radio wave generation source. 

11.49. storing the current values of the generation source (Figure 5, element ST7(refer to 

following subsection)). 

11.49.1. Regarding Figure 5, element ST7, since the process flow in Figure 5 displays 
that the calculated current values in element ST5 are used in the calculations of 
element ST7, it would have been obvious that current values of the generation 
source are stored. 

11.50. calculating currents of an object (Figure 19, element Housing(refer to following 
subsection)) using simultaneous equations of the object when the object is divided into 
a plurality of elements. (Figure 5, element ST7, and column 11, lines 19- 21, and 
Figure 5, element ST6, and column 10, lines 46-51), the simultaneous equations 
of the object having currents that flow through respective elements as unknowns and 
the stored current values as constants (Figure 5, element ST7, and column 10, 
lines 56 - 64). 
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11.50.1. Regarding Figure 19, element Housing, in Figure 19, element Housing is an 
object that receives a radio wave. 

11.51. calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on the current values of the 
object (Figure 5, elements ST9(refer to following subsection), and column 11, lines 
32-35). 

11.51.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST9, since the electric/ magnetic field is a 

property of the currents in the receiving object, it is a receiving characteristic. 

11.52. outputting the receiving characteristic of the object (Figure 5, elements ST9, and 21, 
and column 11, lines 35 - 36). 

11.53. Nishino does not specifically teach: 

11.54. calculating current values of a radio wave generation source using simultaneous 
equations of the generation source when the generation source is divided into a plurality 
of elements, the simultaneous equations of the generation source having currents that 
flow through respective elements as unknowns , 

11.55. calculating current values of the object using simultaneous equations of the object 
when the object is divided into a plurality of elements and a positional relationship 
between the generation source and object changes , the simultaneous equations of the 
object having currents that flow through respective elements as unknowns and the 
stored current values as constants. 



Application/Control Number: 09/865,732 Page 28 

Art Unit: 2123 

11.56. simultaneous equations o f the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated bu regarding the 
current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, and 
the current values o f the radio wave generation source and the current values o f the 
receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated when a distance between 
the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance . 

11.57. Otsu appears to teach: 

11.58. calculating current values of a radio wave generation source using simultaneous 
equations of the generation source when the generation source is divided into a 
plurality of elements (column 5, lines 54 - 58(refer to following subsection), and 
Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and "simultaneous 
equation for calculation of current"), the simultaneous equations of the generation 
source having currents that flow through respective elements as unknowns (column 
5, lines 54 - 58, and Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" 
and "simultaneous equation for calculation of current"). 

11.58.1. Regarding column 5, lines 54 - 58, it was well known that in the moment 
method, a generation source is divided into a plurality of elements, 

1 1.59. Cheng appears to teach: 

11.60. calculating current values of the object using simultaneous equations of the object 
and a positional relationship between the generation source and object changes (page 
632, figure 11-16; and page 632, section 11-6.1, first paragraph and the figure 
suggests moving an antenna to a new position). 
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11.61. simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated by regarding the 
current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, 
and the current values of the radio wave generation source and the current values of 
the receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance 
(pages 632 - 632, section 11-6.1; Cheng teaches that under normal circumstances, 
transmitting and receiving antennas are separated by very large distances, and the 
coupling impedances are negligibly small as far as the reaction on the transmitting 
antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna is concerned (section 11-6.1, 
page 633), which means that currents in the transmitting antenna can be calculated 
separately without regard for the currents in the receiving antenna and the current 
values in the transmitting antenna are regarded as constants (page 634, figure 11-18; 
and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first paragraph and equation 11-104), 
and current values of the receiving characteristic of the object can be calculated 
separately (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first 
paragraph and equation 11-104; since the transmitting and receiving antennas 
are separated by a large distance, it would have been obvious that there was a 
threshold distance. Cheng also teaches near and far field approximations of the 
electromagnetic radiation field on pages 604 - 605; Cheng recites that the- 
transmitting and receiving antennas need to be separated by very large distances in 
order for the coupling impedance to be neglected as far as the reaction on the 
transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna (Cheng, page 633, 
first paragraph). The ordinary artisan would have known about the far field 
approximation of the equations of electromagnetic radiation (Cheng, page 605), as 
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opposed to the near field equations (Cheng, pages 604 - 605). The near field 
equations contain 1/R 3 } which can he ignored when R is large (also see Kraus, 
"Electromagnetics", 1984, page 626, second paragraph that starts with, "When r 
is very large . . ."; and Ramo, "Fields and Waves in Communication Electronics", 
1965, page 644), which would have been known by the ordinary artisan. Therefore, 
the ordinary artisan would have used a distance threshold to determine if it was 
appropriate to use a far field approximation.}. 

11.62. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at 
the time of invention to use the art of Otsu and the art of Cheng with the art of 
Nishino to obtain the invention as specified in claim 7. 



11.63. Regarding claim 8: 

11.64. Nishino appears to teach: 

11.65. calculating current values (Figure 4, element 12, and column 7, lines 7-9, and 
Figure 5, element ST5, and column 10, lines 23 - 25) of a generation source 
(column 7, lines 16 - 20). 

11.65.1. Regarding column 7, lines 16 - 20, since the current in the applicable sections 
induces a wave source, the applicable sections are a radio wave generation source. 

11.66. storing the current values of the generation source (Figure 5, element ST7(refer to 
following subsection)). 

11.66.1. Regarding Figure 5, element ST7, since the process flow in Figure 5 displays 
that the calculated current values in element ST5 are used in the calculations of 
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element ST7, it would have been obvious that current values of the generation 
source are stored. 

11.67. calculating currents in an object that receives a radio wave (Figure 19, element 
Housing(refer to following subsection)) using simultaneous equations of the object 
when the object is divided into a plurality of elements (Figure 5, element ST7, and 
column 11, lines 19- 21, and Figure 5, element ST6, and column 10, lines 46 - 
51), the simultaneous equations of the object having currents that flow through 
respective elements as unknowns and the stored current values as constants (Figure 
5, element ST7, and column 10, lines 56 - 64). 

11.67.1. Regarding Figure 19, element Housing, in Figure 19, element Housing is an 
object that receives a radio wave. 

11.68. calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on the current values of the 
object (Figure 5, elements ST9 (refer to following subsection), and column 11, lines 
32-35). 

11.68.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST9, since the electric/ magnetic field is a 

property of the currents in the receiving object, it is a receiving characteristic. 

11.69. outputting the receiving characteristic of the object (Figure 5, elements ST9, and 21, 
and column 11, lines 35 - 36). 

11.70. the second current calculating device includes a device: calculating mutual 
impedance between elements of the object (Figure 4, elements 13 and 130, and 
column 6, lines 53 - 55), calculating mutual impedance between an element of the 
generation source and an element of the object with matrix data of mutual impedance 
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between elements of the object (Figure 4, elements 13 and 130, and column 6, lines 

53 - 57) and a matrix storage device storing matrix data of mutual impedance 
between elements of the object (Figure 5, elements ST6 and ST7), generating 
simultaneous equations of the object using the matrix data stored in the matrix 
storage device as a coefficient matrix (Figure 5, elements ST6 and ST7 and column 
10, lines 56 -64). 

11.71. Nishino does not specifically teach: 

11.72. determining whether a distance between the object and the source is greater than or 
equal to a threshold distance . 

1 1.73. calculating current values of a radio wave generation source using .simultaneous 

"i 
\ 

equations o f the generation source when the generation source is divided into a plurality 

i 

of elements, the simultaneous equations of the generation source having currents that 
flow through respective elements as unknowns when the distance between the object 
and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance . 

11.74. storing the current values of the generation source when the distance between the 
object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance. 

11.75. calculating current values of the object using simultaneous equations of the object 
when the object is divided into a plurality of elements and a positional relationship 

between the generation source and object changes , the simultaneous equations of the i 

object having currents that flow through respective elements as unknowns and the f 

stored current values as constants when the distance between the object and the I 

source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance . $ 
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11.76. calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on the current value of the 
object when the distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a 
threshold distance . 

11.77. outputting the receiving characteristic of the object where the simultaneous equations 
of the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous equations of the receiving 
characteristic of the object are separated by regarding the current values of the radio 
wave generation source as constants when a distance between the object and the 
source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, and the current values of the 
radio wave generation source and the current values of the receiving characteristic of the 
object are separately calculated when a distance between the object and the source is 
greater than or equal to a threshold distance . 

11.78. calculating mutual impedance between elements of the object, calculating mutual 
impedance between an element of the generation source and an element of the object 
with matrix data of mutual impedance between elements of the object when the 
distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold 
distance. 

11.79. calculating mutual impedance between an element of the generation source and an 
element of the object corresponding to a new position when a position o f the generation 
source changes when the distance between the object and the source is greater than or 
equal to a threshold distance . 
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11.80* generating simultaneous equations of the object corresponding to the new position 

using the matrix data stored in the matrix storage device as a coefficient matrix and 
calculating new voltage values using stored current values and the simultaneous 
equations when the distance between the ob ject and the source is greater than or equal 
to a threshold distance . 

11.81. Otsu appears to teach: 

11.82. calculating current values of a radio wave generation source using simultaneous 
equations of the generation source when the generation source is divided into a 
plurality of elements (column 5, lines 54 - 58 (refer to following subsection), and 
Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and "simultaneous 
equation for calculation of current"), the simultaneous equations of the generation 
source having currents that flow through respective elements as unknowns (column 
5, lines 54 - 58, and Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" 
and "simultaneous equation for calculation of current"). 

11.82.1. Regarding column 5, lines 54 - 58, it was well known that in the moment 
method, a generation source is divided into a plurality of elements. 

11.83. Cheng appears to teach: 

11.84. determining whether a distance between the object and the source is greater than or 
equal to a threshold distance (page 633, first paragraph; since the approximation 
of Z12 = 0 is valid when the distance between the antennas is large, it would have 
been obvious to determine whether the separating distance is above a threshold 
distance). 
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11.85. calculating current values of the Object using simultaneous equations of the object 
and a positional relationship between the generation source and object changes (page 
632, figure 11-16; and page 632, section 11-6.1, first paragraph and the figure 
suggests moving an antenna to a new position). 

11.86. simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated by regarding the 
current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, 
and the current values of the radio wave generation source and the current values of 
the receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance 
(pages 632 - 632, section 11-6.1; Cheng teaches that under normal circumstances, 
transmitting and receiving antennas are separated by very large distances } and the 
coupling impedances are negligibly small as far as the reaction on the transmitting 
antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna is concerned (section 11-6.1, 
page 633), which means that currents in the transmitting antenna can be calculated 
separately without regard for the currents in the receiving antenna and the current 
values in the transmitting antenna are regarded as constants (page 634, figure 11-18; 
and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first paragraph and equation 11-104), 
and current values of the receiving characteristic of the object can be calculated 
separately (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first 
paragraph and equation 11-104; since the transmitting and receiving antennas 
are separated by a large distance, it would have been obvious that there was a 
threshold distance. Cheng also teaches near and far field approximations of the 
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electromagnetic radiation field on pages 604 - 605; Cheng recites that the 
transmitting and receiving antennas need to be separated by very large distances in 
order for the coupling impedance to be neglected as far as the reaction on the 
transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna (Cheng, page 633, 
first paragraph). The ordinary artisan would have known about the far field 
approximation of the equations of electromagnetic radiation (Cheng, page 60S), as 
opposed to the near field equations (Cheng, pages 604 - 605). The near field 
equations contain 1/R 3 , which can be ignored when R is large (also see Kraus, 
"Electromagnetics", 1984, page 626, second paragraph that starts with, "When r 
is very large . . ."; and Rarao, "Fields and Waves in Communication Electronics", 
1965, page 644), which would have been known by the ordinary artisan. Therefore, 
the ordinary artisan would have used a distance threshold to determine if it was 
appropriate to use afar field approximation.). 

11.87. generating simultaneous equations of the object corresponding to the new position 
(page 632, figure 11-16; and page 632, section 11-6.1, first paragraph and the 
figure suggests moving an antenna to a new position). 

11.88. calculating new voltage values using stored current values and the simultaneous 
equations when the distance between the object and the source is greater than or 
equal to a threshold distance (pages 632 - 634, figure 11-16 and section 11-6.1, 
especially page 632, section 11-6.1, first paragraph and figure 11-16, and page 
633, first paragraph). 



Application/ Control Number: 09/865,732 Page 37 

Art Unit: 2123 

■ 11.89. calculating mutual impedance between an element of the generation source and an 

element of the object corresponding to a new position when a position of the generation 
source changes (page 632. figure 11-16; and page 634. equation 11-104) . 

11.90. It would have been obvious that all the limitations of the claim would have only been 
performed when a distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal 
to a threshold distance, because as discussed above, the far field approximation of the 
electromagnetic radiation equations would have only been valid when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance. 

11.91. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at 
the time of invention to use the art of Otsu and the art of Cheng with the art of 
Nishino to obtain the invention as specified in claim 8. 



11.92. Regarding claim 9: 

11.93. Nishino appears to teach: 

11.94. preserving the current values of a radio wave generation source (Figure 5, elements 
ST5 and ST7 (refer to following subsection), and column 6, lines 57 - 63). 

11.94.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST5 and ST7, since the process flow in Figure 5 
displays that the calculated current values in element ST5 are used in the 
calculations of element ST7, it would have been obvious that the current values of 
the generation source are preserved. 

11.94.2. Regarding column 6, lines 57 - 63, since the wave source induces a current in 
the inapplicable section, the wave source is a radio wave generation source. 
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11.95. generating simultaneous equations of an object that receives a radio wave (Figure 19, 
lines 39 - 60) according to a position of the object when the object is divided into a 
plurality of elements (Figure 5, elements ST6 and ST7, and column 10, lines 46 - 
64), the simultaneous equations of the object having currents that flow through 
respective elements as unknowns and the preserved current values as constants 
(Figure 5, element ST7); 

11.95.1. Regarding Figure 19, lines 39 - 60, since the current through the patch is 
based on a wave source transmitting radio waves, the patch is an object that 
receives radio waves. 

11.95.2. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST6 and ST7, and column 10, lines 46 - 64, it 

was well known that in the moment method, an object is divided into a plurality of 
elements. 

11.95.3. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST6 and ST7, and column 10, lines 46 - 64, 

the mutual impedance between the "m" sections for the moment method and "n" 
sections for the distributed constant circuit is calculated according to the position 
of the object. 

11.96. calculating current values of the object corresponding to the position of the object 
using the simultaneous equations of the object (Figure 5, element ST7, and column 
10, lines 56-64). 

11.96.1. Since the current values of the object are calculated using the simultaneous 

equations generated by position (refer to the preceding section), the current values 
are calculated corresponding to the position of the object. 
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11.97. calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on the current values of the 
object (Figure 5, elements ST7, and column 11, lines 19 - 21). 

11.97.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST7, and column 11, lines 19 - 21, since the 
current is a property of the receiving object, it is a receiving characteristic. 

11.98. outputting the receiving characteristic of the object on an output device (Figure 5, 
elements ST8, ST9, and 21, and column 11, lines 22 - 36). 

i 

1 

11.99. Nishino does not specifically teach: 

11.100. a simulation method . 

11.101. generating simultaneous equations of the generation source when the generation 
source is divided into a plurality o f elements, the simultaneous equations o f the 
generation source having currents that flow through respective elements as unknowns . 

11.102. calculating current values of the generation source using the simultaneous 
equations of the object . 

11.103. simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated bu regarding the 
current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, and 
the current values of the radio wave generation source and the current values of the 
receiving characteristic o f the ob ject are separately calculated when a distance between 
the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance . 
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11.104. Otsu appears to teach: 

11.105. a simulation method (column 28, line 32). 

11.106. a current calculation device calculating current values of the generation source 
using simultaneous equations of the generation source when the generation source is 
divided into a plurality of elements (column 5, lines 54 - 58(refer to following 
subsection), and Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and 

. "simultaneous equation for calculation of current"), the simultaneous equations of 
the generation source having currents that flow through respective elements as 
unknowns (column 5, lines 54 - 58, and Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of 
mutual impedance" and "simultaneous equation for calculation of current"). 
11. 106.1. Regarding column 5, lines 54 - 58, it was well known that in the moment 
method, a generation source is divided into a plurality of elements. 

11.107. Cheng appears to teach: 

11.108. simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the 
simultaneous equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated by 
regarding the current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a 
distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold 
distance, and the current values of the radio wave generation source and the current 
values of the receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated when a 
distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold 
distance (pages 632 - 632, section 11-6.1; Cheng teaches that under normal 
circumstances, transmitting and receiving antennas are separated by very large 
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distances, and the coupling impedances are negligibly small as far as the reaction on 
the transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna is concerned 
(section 11-6.1, page 633), which means that currents in the transmitting antenna can 
be calculated separately without regard for the currents in the receiving antenna and 
the current values in the transmitting antenna are regarded as constants (page 634, 
figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first paragraph and 
equation 11-104), and current values of the receiving characteristic of the object can be 
calculated separately (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 
634, first paragraph and equation 11-104; since the transmitting and receiving 
antennas are separated by a large distance, it would have been obvious that 
there was a threshold distance. Cheng also teaches near and far field 
approximations of the electromagnetic radiation field on pages 604 - 605; Cheng 
recites that the transmitting and receiving antennas need to be separated by very large 
distances in order for the coupling impedance to be neglected as far as the reaction on 
the transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna (Cheng, page 
633, first paragraph). The ordinary artisan would have known about the far field 
approximation of the equations of electromagnetic radiation (Cheng, page 605), as 
opposed to the near field equations (Cheng, pages 604 - 605). The near field 
equations contain 1/R 3 , which can be ignored when R is large (also see Kraus, 
"Electromagnetics", 1984, page 626, second paragraph that starts with, "When r 
is very large . . ."; and Ramo, "Fields and Waves in Communication Electronics", 
1965, page 644), which would have been known by the ordinary artisan. Therefore, 
the ordinary artisan would have used a distance threshold to determine if it was 
appropriate to use afar field approximation). 
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11.109. ' Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary 
artisan at the time of invention to use the art of Otsu and Cheng with the art of 
Nishino to obtain the invention as specified in claim 9. 



11.110. Regarding claim 10: 

11.111. Nishino appears to teach: 

11.112. first current calculation means for calculating current values (Figure 4, 
element 12, and column 7, lines 7-9, and Figure 5, element ST5, and column 
10, lines 23 - 25) of a generation source (column 7, lines 16 - 20). 

11. 112.1. Regarding column 7, lines 16 - 20, since the current in the applicable sections 
induces a wave source, the applicable sections are a radio wave generation source. 

11.113. current storage means for storing the current values of the generation source 
(Figure 5, element ST7 (refer to following subsection)). 

11. 113.1. Regarding Figure 5, element ST7, since the process flow in Figure 5 displays 
that the calculated current values in element ST5 are used in the calculations of 
element ST7, it would have been obvious that a current storage device is included 
that stores the current values of the generation source. 

11.114. second current calculation means for calculating current values of the object 
(Figure 4, element 13, and column 7, lines 10 - 12, and Figure 5, element ST7, 
and column 11, lines 19- 21) using simultaneous equations of the object when the 
object is divided into a plurality of elements (Figure 5, element ST7, and column 11, 
lines 19- 21, and Figure 5, element ST6, and column 10, lines 46 - 51), the 
simultaneous equations of the object having currents that flow through respective 
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elements as unknowns and the current values stored in the current storage device as 
constants (Figure 5, element ST7, and column 10, lines 56 - 64). 
11. 114.1. Regarding Figure 19, element Housing, in Figure 19, element Housing is an 
object that receives a radio wave. ^ 

11.115. output means for calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on 
the current values of the object (Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21 (refer to 
following subsection), and column 11, lines 32 - 36), the receiving characteristic 
being calculated at multiple positional relationships from the generation source, and 
outputting the receiving characteristic of the object (Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, ] 

I 

and 21(refer to following subsection), and column 11, lines 22 - 36). | 

f 

11. 115.1. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, and 21, since the electric /magnetic | 
field is a property of the currents in the receiving object, it is a receiving V 

t 

characteristic. \ 

11. 115.2. Regarding Figure 5, elements ST8, ST9, arid 21, since the electric /magnetic 
field is being calculated at multiple observation points, it would have been obvious 
that the electric/ magnetic field is being calculated at multiple positional 
relationships from the generation source. 

Nishino does not specifically teach: 
a simulation apparatus . 



11.116. 
11.117. 



11.118. first current calculation means for calculating current values of a radio wave 
generation source using simultaneous equations o f the generation source when the 
generation source is divided into a plurality of elements, the simultaneous equations of 
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the generation source having currents that flow through respective elements as 
unknowns . 

11.119. second current calculation means for calculating current values of the object 
using simultaneous equations of the object when the object is divided into a plurality 
of elements and a positional relationship between the generation source and object 
changes , the simultaneous equations of the object having currents that flow through 
respective elements as unknowns and the current values stored in the current storage 
device as constants. 

11.120. simultaneous eguations o f the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated by regarding the 
current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, and 
the current values of the radio wave generation source and the current values of the 
receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated when a distance between 
the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance . 

11.121. Otsu appears to teach: 

11.122. a simulation apparatus (column 23, line 31). 

11.123. first current calculation means for calculating current values of the generation 
source using simultaneous equations of the generation source when the generation 
source is divided into a plurality of elements (column 5, lines 54 - 58(refer to 
following subsection), and Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual 
impedance" and "simultaneous equation for calculation of current"), the 
simultaneous equations of the generation source having currents that flow through 
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respective elements as unknowns (column 5, lines 54 - 58, and Figure 45, boxes 
labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and "simultaneous equation for 
calculation of current"). 
11. 123.1. Regarding column 5, lines 54 - 58, it was well known that in the moment 
method, a generation source is divided into a plurality of elements. 

11.124. means for calculating current values of the object using simultaneous equations 
of the object and a positional relationship between the generation source and object 
changes (page 632, figure 11-16; and page 632, section 11-6.1, first paragraph 
and the figure suggests moving an antenna to a new position). 

11.125. simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the 
simultaneous equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated by 
regarding the current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a 
distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold 
distance, and the current values of the radio wave generation source and the current 
values of the receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated when a 
distance between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold 
distance (pages 632 - 632, section 11-6.1; Cheng teaches that under normal 
circumstances, transmitting and receiving antennas are separated by very large 
distances, and the coupling impedances are negligibly small as far as the reaction on 
the transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna is concerned 
(section 11-6.1, page 633), which means that currents in the transmitting antenna can 
be calculated separately without regard for the currents in the receiving antenna and 
the current values in the transmitting antenna are regarded as constants (page 634, 
figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first paragraph and 
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equation 11-104), and current values of the receiving characteristic of the object can be 
calculated separately (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 
634, first paragraph and equation 11-104; since the transmitting and receiving 
antennas are separated by a large distance, it would have been obvious that 
there was a threshold distance. Cheng also teaches near and far field 
approximations of the electromagnetic radiation field on pages 604 - 605; Cheng 
recites that the transmitting and receiving antennas need to be separated by very large 
distances in order for the coupling impedance to be neglected as far as the reaction on 
the transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna (Cheng, page 
633, first paragraph). The ordinary artisan would have known about the far field 
approximation of the equations of electromagnetic radiation (Cheng, page 605), as 
opposed to the near field equations (Cheng, pages 604 - 605). The near field 
equations contain 1/R 3 , which can be ignored when R is large (also see Kraus, 
"Electromagnetics", 1984, page 626, second paragraph that starts with, "When r 
is very large . . ."; and Ramo, "Fields and Waves in Communication Electronics", 
1965, page 644), which would have been known by the ordinary artisan. Therefore, 
the ordinary artisan would have used a distance threshold to determine if it was 
appropriate to use afar field approximation.). 



11.126. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary 

artisan at the time of invention to use the art of Otsu and the art of Cheng with the art 
of Nishino to obtain the invention as specified in claim 10. 
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12. Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Nishino as modified by 
Otsu and Cheng as applied to claims 1-5 and 7-10 above, further in view of Lay 
("Linear Algebra and Its Applications", 1997, David C. Lay). 

12.1. Nishino as modified by Otsu and Cheng teaches a simulation apparatus for simulating 
a receiving characteristic of any object that receives a radio wave transmitted from a 
radio wave generation source as recited in claims 1-5 and 7-10 above, 

12.2. Regarding claim 3: . 

12.3. Nishino does not specifically teach: 

12.3.1. the second current calculation device further includes a factorization device 

factorizing the coefficient matrix by a prescribed factorization method and said 
matrix storage device stores matrix data of a factorized coefficient matrix. 

12.4. Lay appears to teach: 

12.4.1. factorizing a coefficient matrix by a prescribed factorization method (pages 133 - 
139, section 2.5 Matrix Factorizations); 

12.4.2. stores matrix data of a factorized coefficient matrix (pages 133 - .139, section 2.5 
Matrix Factorizations); 

12.5. Nishino as modified by Otsu and Cheng, and the art of Lay, are analogous art because 
they contain a similar problem solving area, that of calculating solutions to sequences 
simultaneous equations, all with the same coefficient matrix. 
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12.6. The motivation for combining the art of Nishino as modified by Otsu and Cheng and 
the art of Lay would have been the knowledge of an ordinary artisan that LU 
factorization is useful to solve sequences of simultaneous equations, all with the same 
coefficient matrix, by providing reduced calculation time, which would have provided 
the expectation of a computational benefit. 

12.7. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at 
the time of invention to use the art of Nishino as modified by Otsu and Cheng and the 
art of Lay to obtain the invention as specified in claim 3. 



13. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being obvious over Otsu et al (U.S. Patent 
5,903,477) in view of Miller (Edmund K. Miller, "A Selective Survey of Computational 
Electromagnetics", IEEE TRANSACTIONS ON ANTENNAS AND PROPAGATION, VOL. 
36, No. 9), further in view of Cheng ("Field and Wave Electromagnetics", 1989, David K. 
Cheng). 

13.1. The art of Otsu is directed to calculating the intensity of an electromagnetic field 
generated by an electronic device. 

13.2. The art of Miller is directed to calculating the intensity of an electromagnetic field 
generated by an electronic device. 

13.3. The art of Cheng is directed to calculating an electromagnetic field generated by a 
generating wave source (pages 632 - 634, section 11-6.1). 
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13.4. Otsu and Cheng are analogous art because they are directed to a similar problem 
solving area, that of calculating an electromagnetic field generated by a generating 
wave source. 

13.5. Otsu and Miller are analogous art because they are directed to a similar problem 
solving area, that of calculating an electromagnetic field generated by an electronic 
device. 

13.6. Regarding claim 6: 

13.7. Otsu appears to teach: 

13.8. a simulation apparatus (column 23, line 31). 

13.9. an impedance storage device storing data of mutual impedance between elements of a 
radio wave generation source when the generation source is divided into a plurality of 
elements (Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and 
"simultaneous equation for calculation of current", and column 5, lines 54 - 58). 

13.9.1. Regarding column 5, lines 54 - 58, it was well known that in the moment 
method, a generation source is divided into a plurality of elements. 

13.9.2. Regarding Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and 
"simultaneous equation for calculation of current", since the impedance 
calculated in the box labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" is used in the box 
labeled "simultaneous equation for calculation of current", it would have been 
obvious that an impedance storage device is used. 
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13.10. a current calculation device calculating current values using simultaneous equations 
having currents that flow through respective elements of the generation source as 
unknowns and having. a matrix consisting of the data stored in the impedance storage 
device (Figure 45, boxes labeled "calculation of mutual impedance" and 
"simultaneous equation for calculation of current", and column 5, lines 54 - 58). 

13.11. an output device calculating the electric field and magnetic field of the generation 
source based on the current values and outputting the electric field and magnetic field 
(Figure 45, box labeled "calculation of electric field and magnetic field", and 
symbol labeled "output data", and column 5, lines 54 - 60). 

Otsu does not explicitly teach: 

an impedance storage device storing both data of mutual impedance between elements 
of the generation source when the generation source is divided into a plurality of 
elements and data of mutual impedance between elements of an object that receives a 
radio wave when the object is divided into a plurality of elements as data independent 
from a position of the generation source . 

13.14. a device calculating mutual impedance between an element of the generation source and 
an element o f the ob ject corresponding to a new position when the position the 
generation source changes . 

13.15. an output device calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on the 
current values and outputting the receiving characteristic of the object . 
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13.16. the simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated bu regarding the 
current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a distance - 
between the ob ject and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, and 
the current values o f the radio wave generation source and the current values o f the 
receiving characteristic o f the ob ject are separately calculated when a ^distance between 
the ob ject and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, 

13.17. Miller, appears to teach; 

13.18. an impedance storage device storing both data of mutual impedance between elements 
of the generation source when the generation source is divided into a plurality of 
elements and data of mutual impedance between elements of an object that receives a 
radio wave when the object is divided into a plurality of elements as data independent 
from a position o f the generation source . (Page 1299, section c; Miller teaches when 
an antenna may be evaluated in several positions, it is computationally 
advantageous to partition the impedance matrix into pieces representing the 
antenna, the other structure, and their mutual interaction pieces). 

13.19. Cheng appears to teach: 

13.20. calculating mutual impedance between an element of the generation source.and an 
element o f the ob ject corresponding to a new position when the position the generation 
source changes (page 632, figure 11-16, and pages 632 - 634, section 11-6.1, 
especially page 32, section 11-6.1, first paragraph suggests moving an antenna 
to a new position). 
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13.21. calculating the receiving characteristic of the object based on the current values and 
outputting the receiving characteristic of the object (pages 632 - 634, section 11-6.1). 

13.22. simultaneous equations of the radio wave generation source and the simultaneous 
equations of the receiving characteristic of the object are separated by regarding the 
current values of the radio wave generation source as constants when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance, 
and the current values of the radio wave generation source and the current values of 
the receiving characteristic of the object are separately calculated when a distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance 
(pages 632 - 632, section 11-6.1; Cheng teaches that under normal circumstances, 
transmitting and receiving antennas are separated by very large distances, and the 
coupling impedances are negligibly small as far as the reaction on the transmitting 
antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna is concerned (section 11-6.1, 
page 633), which means that currents in the transmitting antenna can be calculated 
separately without regard for the currents in the receiving antenna and the current 
values in the transmitting antenna are regarded as constants (page 634, figure 11-18; 
and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first paragraph and equation 11-104), 
and current values of the receiving characteristic of the object can be calculated 
separately (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, entire page; and page 634, first 
paragraph and equation 11-104; since the transmitting and receiving antennas 
are separated by a large distance, it would have been obvious that there was a 
threshold distance. Cheng also teaches near and far field approximations of the 
electromagnetic radiation field on pages 604 - 605; Cheng recites that the 
transmitting and receiving antennas need to be separated by very large distances in 
order for the coupling impedance to be neglected as far as the reaction on the 
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transmitting antenna owing to scattering by the receiving antenna (Cheng, page 633, 
first paragraph). The ordinary artisan would have known about the far field 
approximation of the equations of electromagnetic radiation (Cheng, page 605), as 
opposed to the near field equations (Cheng, pages 604 - 605). The near field 
equations contain 1/R 3 , which can be ignored when R is large (also see Kraus, 
"Electromagnetics", 1984, page 626, second paragraph that starts with, "When r 
is very large * . ."; and Ramo, "Fields and Waves in Communication Electronics", 
1965, page 644), which would have been known by the ordinary artisan. Therefore, 
the ordinary artisan would have used a distance threshold to determine if it was 
appropriate to use afar field approximation.). 

13.23. The motivation' for using the art of Otsu with the art of Miller would have been the 
benefit recited in Miller of a computational advantage to partition the impedance 
matrix when ah antenna must be evaluated in different positions (Miller, page 1299, 
section c). 

13.24. The motivation to combine the art of Cheng with the art of Otsu would have been the 
calculation benefit shown in Cheng that the currents in the transmitting and receiving 
antennas can be calculated separately because the back reaction of the receiving 
antenna on the transmitting antenna can be set to zero (page 634, figure 11-18), 
which would have been recognized by the ordinary artisan as providing a 
computational time saving benefit. 

13.25. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at 
the time of invention to use the art of Miller and the art of Cheng with the art of Otsu 
to produce the invention in claim 6. 
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14. Claims 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 103(a) as being obvious over Cheng 
("Field and Wave Electromagnetics", 1989, David K. Cheng), in view of Nishino (U.S. 
Patent Number 5,650,935). 

14. 1 . Regarding claim 1 1 : 

14.2. Cheng appears to teach: . 

14.3. determining whether a distance between the object and the source is greater than or 
equal to a threshold distance (page 633, first paragraph; since the approximation 
of Z12 = 0 is valid when the distance between the antennas is large, it would have 
been obvious to determine whether the separating distance is above a threshold 
distance). 

14.4. calculating current values of a source when the distance between the object and the 
source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance (page 634, figure 11-18: and 
page 633, equation 11-100) . 

14.4.1. Regarding (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, eguation li-100) \ it would 
. have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at the time of invention to calculate the 
current values of the source by dividing Vi by Zn. 

14.5. storing the current values as constants when the distance between the object arid the 
source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance (page 634, eguation 11-104; 
and page 634, figure 11-18; and pages 633 - 6341 

14.5.1. Regarding (page 634, eguation 11-104; and page 634, figure 11-18; and 

pages 633 - 6341 it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at the time 
of invention to store the current values as constants since the value of Ii is merely 
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substituted into equation 1 1-104, while the value of Zl can be changed to 
calculate a new h. 

14.6. calculating current values of the object using the constants when the distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance 
(page 634, equation 11-104; and page 634, figure 11-18) . 

14.6.1. Regarding (page 634. equation 11-104; and page 634, figure 11-1 8k the value 
of h in equation 1 1-104 is the constant determined in the previous step. 

14.7. Cheng does not specifically teach: 

14.8. outputting the receiving characteristic of the object on an output device. 

14.9. Nishino appears to teach: 

14.10. outputting the receiving characteristic of the object on an output device {figure 5, 
element ST9 outputting to element 21 ). 

14.11. The motivation to use the art of Nishino with the art of Cheng would have been the 
knowledge of the ordinary artisan to output values from a calculation in order to make 
use of the results of the calculation. 

14.12. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to > the ordinary artisan at 
the time of invention to use the art of Nishino with the art of Cheng for to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 11. 



14.13. Regarding claim 12: 
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14.14. Cheng appears to teach: 

14.15. determining whether a distance between the object and the source is greater than or 
equal to a threshold distance (page 633, first paragraph; since the approximation 
of Z12 = 0 is valid when the distance between the antennas is large, it would have 
been obvious to determine whether the separating distance is above a threshold 
distance). 

14.16. calculating current values of a source when the distance between the object and the 
source is greater than. or equal to a threshold distance (page 634, figure 11-18; and 
page 633, equation 11-1001 

14,16.1. Regarding (page 634, figure 11-18; and page 633, equation ll-100h it 
would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at the time of invention to 
calculate the current values of the source by dividing Vi by Zn. 

14.17. storing the current values as constants when the distance between the object and the 
source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance (page 634, equation 11-104; 
and page 634, figure 11-18; and pages 633 - 6341 

14.17.1. Regarding (page 634, equation 11-104; and page 634, figure 11-18; and 
pages 633 - 634) : it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at the time 
of invention to store the current values as constants since the value of Ii is merely 
substituted into equation 11-104, while the value of Zl can be changed to 
calculate a new I2. 

14.18. calculating current values of the object using the constants when the distance 
between the object and the source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance 
(page 634, eguation 11-104; and page 634, figure 11-181 

14.18.1. Regarding (page 634, eguation 11-104; and page 634, figure 11-18) : the 

value of h in equation 11-104 is the constant determined in the previous step. 
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14.19. changing a relative position of the object and the source (page 632. figure 11-16: 
and page 632, section 11-6.1* first paragraph) . 

14.20. calculating current values of the object with the changed relative position using the 
constants when the distance between the object and the source is greater than or 
equal to a threshold distance (page 632 -634. section 11-6.1; and page 634. 
figure 11-18; and page 634* eguation 11-104) . 

14.21. the approximation of Z12 = 0 is valid when the distance between the object and the 
source is greater than or equal to a threshold distance (page 633, first paragraph). 

14.22. Cheng does not specifically teach: 

14.23. outputting the receiving characteristic of the object on an output device. 

14.24. Nishino appears to teach: 

14.25. outputting the receiving characteristic of the object on an output device (figure 5* 
element ST9 outputting to element 21 ). 

14.26. Therefore, as discussed above, it would have been obvious to the ordinary artisan at 
the time of invention to use the art of Nishino with the art of Cheng to obtain the 
invention as specified in claim 12. 

15. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 

references applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. Although 
the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are applied to 
specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures may apply as 
well. It is respectfully requested from the Applicant in preparing responses, to fully 
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consider the references in their entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the claimed 
invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or disclosed 
by the Examiner. The entire reference is considered to provide disclosure relating to the 
claimed invention. 



Conclusion 

16. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to Russ Guill whose telephone number is 571-272-7955. 
The examiner can normally be reached from 9:30 AM - 6:00 PM Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Paul Rodriguez can be reached on 571-272-3753. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR, Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-2 17-9 197 (toll-free). 

Russ Guill 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2123 



RG 



